IMPERIALISM IN THE AMERICAS: Painting Study
[image: image1.png]


 Columbus Taking Possession of the New Country (circa 1893)
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1. What important facts can you gather from this painting?
2. Spain at this time was an imperial power.  What details in this painting reinforce Spain’s position as a powerful nation?
3. Artists often paint historical events that they themselves have never witnessed.  In fact, this painting was done 400 years after the actual event.  How do you envision the reality of the event (400 years prior) being different from the painting?  



4. In this painting, the artist uses light, color, position of subjects, and content to reveal his point of view about Columbus landing on this island.  In what ways did the artist communicate his own opinions about the event?  (Look carefully at all parts of the painting!!)
5. If this event were to happen today- in what ways might the painting be different?

SUMMARY:  


Christopher Columbus, of Spain, at center on the island he named San Salvador, later called Watling Island, 


12 October 1492.
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Note: Artists often paint from their own point of view.  For example different artists may paint a dog in a variety of ways, through use of color, light, subject matter, and positioning in the painting.  Each artist’s painting would elicit a different response from the viewer. 








