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Rabbit-Proof Fence
An Australian Case Study of Residential Schools
Residential schools in Australia and Canada were part of the British policy of assimilation.

[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]Aborigingl
Generations, ..





[image: image6.jpg]opportunity

2
are
0

together
% | iy

sidential

sory o

communities




[image: image7.jpg]



Background Information: Canada, Australia and Residential Schools
· Complete some background research on both.

· What is similar? Different?

· Reconciliation?
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Writing Assignment: Upon completion of the film, Rabbit-Proof Fence, write a response to the following quote and the movie:

	“If only they would understand what we are trying to do for them.”

-A. O. Neville


	· What is revealed about assimilation in Rabbit-Proof Fence ? 

· What do the British want? Why? 

· How do they go about achieving their objective? 

· What is the response of the colonized (the aboriginal children)?

· What is your response? Express an opinion.


Vocabulary to consider and use:

· Residential schools

· Ethnocentric

· Eurocentric

· Assimilation

· Marginalization

· Identity (collective & individual)

Answer the following while watching Rabbit-Proof Fence
1. Describe the conditions of the residential school.

2. What power does Mr. Neville have in the lives of the Aborigines of Western Australia?

3. Describe the attitude of the Europeans throughout the film.

4. Describe the attitude and response of Molly, Daisy, and Gracie throughout the film.
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Residential Schools Timeline

· Visit the following websites.

· Take brief notes, indicating 10 significant points (from all 3 sites)

Legacy of Hope Foundation: Timeline of Residential Schools and Aboriginal Affairs
http://www.legacyofhope.ca/downloads/100-years-timeline.pdf
Assembly of First Nations

http://64.26.129.156/article.asp?id=2586
Truth and Reconciliation Timeline

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/a-timeline-of-residential-schools-the-truth-and-reconciliation-commision-1.724434
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"When the present does not recognize the wrongs of the past, the future takes its revenge." Michaelle Jean (former Governor General of Canada) http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/a-timeline-of-residential-schools-the-truth-and-reconciliation-commision-1.724434


Truth and reconciliation commissions have been an important part of addressing the legacies of historical globalization, including imperialism, Apartheid, and the genocide in Rwanda.

Respond to Jean’s comment. Why is it important to reconcile?
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Residential Schools in Canada

	"The residential schools were designed to eradicate any sense of Indian-ness. They denied us the opportunity to learn about ourselves."
- Phil Fontaine 
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This map traces the journey of the three girls: Daisy, Molly, and Gracie. Their home is in Jigalong. They are taken to Moore River Native Settlement, 1500 miles (2400 km) from their home. They chose to walk home-a nine week journey.


The rabbit-proof fence is an actual fence built in the early 1900s to prevent the rabbit population from spreading. 





“If only they would understand what we are trying to do for them.”  -Mr. A.O. Neville





Mr. A. O. Neville, “protector” of  the Western Australian Aborigines, and the three girls, at the Moore River Settlement.





“Initially, about 1,100 students attended 69 schools across the country. In 1931, at the peak of the residential school system, there were about 80 schools operating in Canada. There were a total of about 130 schools in every territory and province except Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick from the earliest in the 19th century to the last, which closed in 1996.”


CBC News, June 14, 2010








“When students returned to the reserve, they often found they didn't belong. They didn't have the skills to help their parents, and became ashamed of their native heritage. The skills taught at the schools were generally substandard; many found it hard to function in an urban setting. The aims of assimilation meant devastation for those who were subjected to years of mistreatment.”


CBC News, June 14, 2010














“Students at residential schools rarely had opportunities to see examples of normal family life. They were in school 10 months a year, away from their parents. All correspondence from the children was written in English, which many parents couldn't read. Brothers and sisters at the same school rarely saw each other, as all activities were segregated by gender.”


CBC News, June 14, 2010


























“In all, about 150,000 aboriginal, Inuit and Métis children were removed from their communities and forced to attend the schools.”


CBC News, June 14, 2010











